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A Study of the characteristics of geological disasters in the Hualien area
and the community hazard awareness

Zue-Er Chen'  Shyang-Woei Lin®  Yuh-Mei Lin® Li-Fang Yu'

Abstract

The severity of disaster is related to the natural environment and accessibility of the affected area.
Hualien area has a relatively closed geographical environment. It often suffers from social and physical
isolation due to road destruction during typhoons or heavy rainstorms. As a result, the residents of
those isolated hillslope settlements need to strengthen their disaster awareness in order to help prevent or
alleviate the damage. This study collects historical records of past disasters, and studies the characteristics
of the disasters in Hualien area, and analyses the residents' disaster awareness and preparedness status.
The results showed that disasters in the Hualien are somewhat localized, households with the higher
degree of social vulnerability seem have less avoidance behavior. It is important to incorporate social and
environmental reforms in hazard prevention strategies to increase the resistance and adaptability of the
vulnerable communities toward hazards.
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